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Call #  018

MACON AND MONTGOMERY COUNTIES, ALABAMA

Alabama Department of Transportation - Proposal Questions and Answers

Concerning the above referenced project, the quantity 4,401 

Cubic Yards for pay item 614A000 - Slope Paving apperas to be 

incorrect. Please verify this quantity is correct and if correct, 

please provide the locations for this quantity.

This quantity is correct. This pay item will be placed in the 

median ditch for drainage purposes. The station ranges are 

as follows: STA 110+00 - 122+64.21, STA 126+34.95 - 

133+03.29, STA 136+45.45 - 147+55.04, and STA 149+55.95 - 

168+00. There is no revision required.

TCP sequence has been updated to refect this change. See 

revision 2.

After internal discussion, it was decided to move the first bullet in 

phase V to last bullet in phase IV. 

Is there an expected sequence to the planing and micromill?

Please confirm micro-mill only takes place on the bridge end slabs 

as per sheet 2C?

With the completion of project # IM-I085(368), the 

micromilling of the OGFC will be performed throughout the 

entirety of the project limits. The note from the previous 

question covers this change. See revision 1.

Will a Corps of Engineers permit be required for Cofferdam 

Sheeting and Shoring install and/or work bridge install at any or 

all bridge locations?

A Corp of Engineers permit is not required for this project. 

There is no revision required.

Yes there is, the planing and micromill will be done in phase 

VI of the TCP phases. A note has been added to the typicals 

to address this. See revision 1.

Plan sheet 2B states "*Note: Existing OGFC terminates at the first 

relief bridge STA 122+62.50". As of this date OGFC appears to 

continue throughout the project.

That is correct. This note was made before project #             

IM-I085(368) was completed. The note has been updated to 

address the planing in that area. See revision 1.

Question

Project Description

Answer

County

for constructing the Bridge Widening on I-85 (Northbound and Southbound Roadways) over Line

Creek and Relief Bridges. Length 1.098 mi. In the Counties of MACON AND MONTGOMERY, State

of Alabama. 

 
Project Number IM-I085(365)
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On Plan Sheet #2H note 1208, we have concerns over State 

supplied modems and their ability to stream video without getting 

throttled back.

The Contractor is responsible for providing Portable CCTV 

Camera units which will accept modem communication 

equipment. State will supply modems for Contractor to 

install. Contractor is responsible for proper installation of 

modems, but not for the modem's performance. ALDOT is 

responsible for the modem's performance. ALDOT may 

direct the Contractor to adjust the placement of Portable 

CCTV Camera units as field condition require for better 

camera viewing angles and any modem signal interferences. 

[See Special Provision No. 22-PS0034, Sub-Article 744.03(f) 

"Maintenance Requirements".] 

The changed completion date from August 21 to November 17 

2023 is not enough additional time. Again, we need ALDOT to 

change the completion data to August 31, 2024 and eliminate the 

I/D special provision of the proposal to make the bidding process 

fair and competitive.

After internal discussion, this project should be bid-as-is.

All appropriate sheets have been updated and flagged. A 

revised estimate is available as well. See revision 3.

The existing as built plans show a 1.5" ckear cover at Relief Bridge 

#1, Relief Bridge #2, and Bridge over Line Creek. However, the 

plans call for removal of 2.5" of concrete, and show an existing 

deck thickness of 6.25", leaving only a deck thickness of 3.75". In 

past ALDOT projects we have only been required to remove 1.25" 

with a goal of exposing the top mat of reinforcing steel and 

removing any unsound concrete. If we are to remove 2.5" and the 

existing steel cover is only 1.5" this will essentially leave a floating 

mat of steel, which could result in poor consolidation and a 

shorter lifespan for the new concrete overlay. In addition to this, 

removing 2.5" leaving only a deck thickness of 3.75" may result in 

limited construction traffic on the bridge and increased 

construction costs. Can ALDOT please clarify if the intent is to 

remove the concrete below the top mat of steel? This will result in 

added chipping by hand as the hydrodemolition will be unable to 

remove the concrete beyond the top mat of steel.

First, I believe further converstaion needs to be had about the 

11ea 744B000 Portable CCTV Camera, State Retained.

After internal discussion, these portable CCTV cameras are 

to be connected to ALDOT's ATMS software as per Plan 

Note 1202. The Contractor is NOT required to provide Smart 

Work Zone central software or related equipment as those 

related pay items are NOT included in this project. ALDOT 

will control these Portable CCTV Cameras as part of their 

daily operations wiht the ATMS software. The Contractor is 

responsible for the portable camera's performance and 

maintence during construction [as stated in Special 

Provision No. 22-PS0034, Item 744.03(e)3 "Pay Item 744-B" 

and Sub-Article 744.03(f) "Maintenance Requirements"].

The item for Type 1 Portable Message Boards has been 

removed and the quantity for Type 3 Portable Message 

Boards has been updated to reflect the change to the SWZ 

sheet. See revision 3.

The bid items call for 4ea 742A002 Portable Message Boards, Type 

1. While on sheet #2h of the plans Note 1207 contradicts it by 

stating Smart Work Zone Portable Message Boards Shall Be Type 

3. Note is correct, bid item is wrong.
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Sheet 28D shows the detail below and states to be welded to the 

pole by the pole manufacturer. Since these are state supplied 

poles, will alternate methods of attaching air terminals be allowed 

without fabricating the shown plate and welding to the pole?

Detail has been updated to show “Welded to top of pole, 

then galvanized”. The shown plate is to be fabricated, 

welded to top of state furnished pole, and then galvanized.

The state shall supply DMS and controller. The Contractor 

shall supply the cabinet and all required components.

Pay item 729F900 Dynamic Message Sign is shown to be state 

furnished. Typically, the DMS Cabinet is purchased with the DMS 

itself. Are the DMS cabinets for item 729J024 state furnished as 

well or are they contractor supplied?

Sheet 2D has been updated to removed the topsoil and 

show Borrow/Unclassifed excavation. See revision 3.

Sheet 2D shows 2" of topsoil under the sloped paved ditches. 

Since the ditches will be installed before topsoil placement, please 

delete this item and let it sit in top of borrow/unclassified.

A TMP is shown in the notes to be available form your office. 

Please provide.

A TMP has been provided.

In reviewing the plans for this project, it appears that all of the 

permanent erosion control items that will be necessary to 

stabilize the project have been left off. 13,523 CY of topsoil is 

included (35 acres) but no seeding, mulching, sod, or erosion 

control netting. The temporary seeding and mulching have also 

been omitted from the temporary sediment and erosion control 

items. Please look at adding these pay itmes to the project.

Due to the sloped paving being placed in the median 

ditches, adding permanent vegetation there would not be 

efficient. Temporary seeding and temporary mulching have 

been added to the plans to account for the erosion control 

during construction only in between relief bridge 1 and 

relief bridge 2. See revision 3.

The intent is for the cable system to be reset to the existing 

configuration as part of construction in phase V. 

We have a question regarding item 624A001 cable guiderail for 

this project. The bid item and box sheets mention MASH cable 

guiderail. The notes state that the cable is only required to be 

NCHRP-350 test level. Please clarify what should be used.

A project note has been added to address the removal of 

these temporary items. See revision 3.

There is a temporary drainage structure box sheet on sheet 3-E 

that requires construction of drainage pipe, inlets, and slotted 

drain that is removed during phase 5 of the job. There are not any 

pay items for removal of these items even though it is clear it 

must be removed. Please clarify if pay items need to be added or 

some kind of special provision to account for this.

Before any work can be done on this job, the cable guiderail 

anchors will need to be installed at each end of the job. Is there a 

design from where these were installed that can be used so that 

we don't have to wait for design/borings at this cable end anchor? 

Due to early award this timeframe copuld cause issues to a start 

date and the liability of cutting this before the end anchor install 

will cause miles outside this project to be slack.

See sheets 26 and 27 for cable guiderail anchor installation.

Within Special Provision No. 22-PS0034 on Page 4 of 6, 744.03 H) 

Warranty requires a one-year warranty after completion of 

project and cameras are turned over to ALDOT.

This is the same standard Warranty as for ITS devices [see 

2022 Standard Specifications page 648, Sub-Article 

7298.03(u)] that has been used for several years. This 

applies for this portable camera equipment as it will be 

turnedover to the State.
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Section 108.13 of the Proposal references Phases 3A and 3B for 

the Incentive/Disincentive but the Plans only show I, II, IIA, IIB, III, 

IV, V, & VI.

Is the "weekend 1-lane closure" note in Phase III of the Sequence 

of Construction intended to only apply to the relocation of the 

barrier rail or does it apply to all work in Phase III?

Sheet 25 has been replaced with the updated version that 

includes the correct phases in the SOQ.

The revision to sheet 25 should clear this up, but the 

weekend lane closure no longer applies. Phase III work is to 

be done during a 2 week period.

Updated note sheets is being provided that will state: “State 

forces shall be installing state furnished cell modems.” 

Contractor shall coordinate with project manager for 

Computer Services to install cell modems.

Sheet 2-I, note 1139 is vauge. I believe the intent of the 

Department will install the cell modems. Please confirm this 

assumption is correct.

Another question. Sheet 2-I, note 1133 requires a COSTARHD 

(COHUHD) Rise III 4260HD Series CCTV. Will the Department also 

allow a WTI Sidewinder CCTV?

The ITS plan notes have been modified to allow COSTARHD 

(COHUHD), RISE III 4260HD SERIES, P/N 4261-1100-0000-03, 

or WTI SIDEWINDER/VIPER H.264 HD30L.

Due to amperage requirements, we believe the sizing and number 

of conductors and transformers are inadequate.

Electrical service has been reevaluated. Necessary plan 

changes have been made.

Pay item 729N500 Miscellaneous Infrastructure, Fiber Marker 

Post is shown in the plans; however, there is no fiber on the 

project. Are these in the plans in error or is the Department 

intending to have these mark the electrical conduit?

Fiber Marker Posts have been added to mark electrical 

commboxes.

There is not enough time shown in the proposal for this project. 

Please change the completion date from August 31, 2024 to 

August 31, 2025.

The CB discussed this with the Department, and the 

contractor is to bid the project per the current proposal.

2 inch conduit shall be used. Sheet 3A has been updated to 

reflect that.

Sheet 3A calls for 729I101 Conduit, Underground, Non-Metallic, 1-

1/2". Sheet 3-F, the bottom box sheet calls for 729I101 Conduit, 

Underground, Non-Metallic, 2 inch. Please verify which size 

conduit is required.

A callout has been added for initial power service to DMS 

Cabinet. Please also note site 14 blowup for DMS-85-SB24. 

This blowup shows the symbology of a disconnect and 

references Plan Layout Note 1 which mentions this 

“Electrical Power Service” is to only include a disconnect 

and transformer with two branch circuits.

Sheet 3-F, bottom box sheet, Site #14 shows (1) pr service for the 

ITS Cabinet and (2) power services for the DMS Cabinet. Please 

confirm there are (2) DMS power services required. If there are (2) 

services required for the DMS, please advise where the second 

services is located.

The Department updated time changes due to changes to ASTM D 

1143, Standard Test Method for Piles Under Static Axial 

Compressive Load using the Quick Load Test Method.

Replaced Special Provision 22-PS0038 with 22-PS0038(2).

We have not been able to find any information as it pertains 

to the HI-Mod PG 76-22E in the proposal or special 

provisions . Can you help with this.

The Department has added Special Provision 22-

PS0223 to address this concern. 
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Based on our review, the project does not have enough time 

included in the contract. The current contract completion 

date is August 31, 2024. We request the completion date be 

revised to December 11, 2025

After review, the Department has changed the 

Completion Date for this project to February 28, 2025

#2 in the Q&A Section references “micro-milling”; however, there 

is not a pay item for micro-milling. Also ALDOT states in their reply 

to Q&A  #2 that Revision #1 addresses sequence phasing for 

 planing but there is nothing in Revision #1 that addresses that.

That revision is from the previous letting. The project was 

pulled and major changes were made to the materials, 

buildup, profiles, and traffic control plan. The concerns from 

the most recent plan set begin at number 19.

Typicals show approximately 5” to be milled on the existing 

roadway and overlaid with 3 layers of asphalt (4 layers with OGFC) 

– sequence makes no mention of when and how that work will be 

done – how will traffic be controlled without removing the 

outside shoulders?

Updated the Sequence of Construction to include when the 

milling and leveling will be performed. The extra depth 

milling will be protected by the barrier rail in each phase 

where milling is being performed and traffic will be 

controlled as detailed by the Sequence of Construction.

In the Q&A dated 01/17/2023 that was issued on 01/18/2023, 

Items 9 – 12 refer to pay items, plan notes, and special provisions 

that do not appear to pertain to this project.  Please confirm this 

is not a portion of Call 018

Those revisions are from the previous letting. The project 

was pulled and major changes were made to the materials, 

buildup, profiles, and traffic control plan. The concerns from 

the most recent plan set begin at number 19.

In the Q&A dated 01/17/2023 that was issued on 01/18/2023, 

Items 15 references a TMP that is not posted on the website.

An updated copy of the TMP has been submitted and will 

be added to the website.

The sequence of Construction, Phase II states install ITS work zone 

devices. Due to long lead times, this will be nearly impossible to 

perform in Phase II as shown.  Please confirm that the ITS devices 

are not required to be installed prior to bridge construction.

The sequence of construction is correct. The ITS work zone 

devices will be installed prior to the bridge construction in 

order for the Smart Workzone to be fully utilized.

In addition to the dimensions for the top plate, please provide all 

pole dimensions to be able to properly size equipment for 

installation.

Typical top of pole is twelve-sided at approx. 1 foot max 

radius. Sheet 28D has been updated to include the 

dimensions of the pole.

Since the DMS is State supplied, does the contractor have to 

perform training for this item or is Daktronics handling this 

directly with the Department.

Daktronics shall provide and perfom training through the 

state furnished equipment. Contractor shall have no 

involvement with training.

We have not been able to find any information as it pertains to 

the HI-Mod PG 76-22E in the proposal or special provisions. Can 

you help with this.

The special provison accounting for the HI-MOD asphalt has 

been included in the proposal.

In talking with the DMS Manufacturer, they indicated that the 

Department is supplying the following for along with the DMS: 

DMS Cabinets, Post Install Testing, Post Install Training. Please 

confirm this is correct.

The DMS Cabinet is to be supplied as shown on the plans 

and in accordance with previous Q&A response. Regarding 

training, the state shall be responsible for DMS Training. The 

Contractor shall be responsible for all acceptance testing 

required on construction. 
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The plans require that the cables for the power services and the 

CCTV run inside the state supplied metal poles.  If these poles are 

like most power poles, there are no access points on the poles to 

get inside the poles and pull cabling, attach conduits, allow for 

strain relief on the cables, etc. Please confirm there is existing 

access on the poles to allow the contractor to perform the tasks 

inside the pole.

There are no access points on the state furnished pole. The 

contractor is to provide conduit entries and pole top as 

shown on sheet 28D. If contractor requires access points or 

other pole entries not shown, contractor shall submit and 

request approval prior to modifying poles.

I do not see where you have answered on when will the 5” of 

milling & Asphalt will be done on the existing 24’ lanes. Looks like 

you have it in phase 3 , but you only have 2 week of lane closer, 

this will take most of the time just to do the inside 12 lane, &  we 

also will need to cross over all of  the new bridges. It does not give 

them enough time to do the bridge work.

Yes there is Incentive/Disincentive. The I/D is for 

Rehabilitation of existing inside lane (12’) of bridge decks 

(hydro blast) and mill and replacement of the inside existing 

roadway (12’) to be done concurrently.  All work should be 

completed within the two weeks to not incur penalties 

associated with the disincentive as set forth in the contract.


